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Driving is a very important skill that we get to experience when the government believes we are mature and old enough. Controlling a moving vehicle and others lives on the road at the same time is just a minor responsibility for a sixteen-year-old. The other drivers with more experience should be giving them the right of way. That would be fair after all, because they’ve been driving longer, so they can control their vehicle better. Driving is an everyday skill that ICBC makes sure you are as educated as you possibly can be.
ICBC has invested in new insurance rules that, to quote ICBC, a “Majority of drivers will benefit from”. ICBC explains on their website that “going forward drivers will have the potential to impact a customer's optional premium starting September 1, 2019. Those premiums will escalate depending on the drivers record and seriousness of accidents. ICBC will ultimately look back over a three-year period for driving convictions by June 10th, 2022. Serious driving convictions such as Criminal Code offences, impaired driving, excessive speeding and distracted driving, will result in increased premiums after the first conviction. Minor offences such as failing to stop, failing to yield, speeding and not wearing a seatbelt will only result in increased premiums if there are two or more convictions during the scan period”. This change in insurance rates may seem like they’re trying to get more money out of us because everyone’s rates will go up. After all they did just lose 1.18 billion dollars this year, but sometimes you must look at the bigger picture and in this case it’s that in the long term they are saying that we will be paying less.
Safety is ICBC’s number one concern, that’s why they make sure their insurance rates are outrageously expensive to be able to cover for when we get into a car accident, also if insurance is too expensive for everyone the roads will be safer because there will be less people on the road. Their mindset is to always benefit us, like this. They’re making it so that less people can afford to drive, meaning less accidents. I’ve had a clean driving record for 10 years now and last month I rear ended someone. My insurance rates nearly doubled but it’s ok because I know that I’m at a, “higher risk now to get into another accident”. I mean it makes sense because I’m costing ICBC lots of money to pay for my damage fees.
ICBC’s rules are that you must have your L for 12 months and your N for 24 months, unless you take the graduated license program (GLP). Then 6 months is taken off your N. As someone who graduated from the GLP I can vouch that sitting in a classroom for a total of 27 hours teaches you a lot about controlling a car. Although you aren’t in an actual car unless you book the lessons, which are a part of the course, you still feel stressed like you’re driving an actual car from what the teacher teaches you.
Now that I’ve had my full license for 10 years, driving comes naturally to me and I understand that the rules of the road are there for a reason and truly benefit us. ICBC’s driving laws may seem strict, but they are reasonable because of how big of a deal driving is. It’s such a responsibility that most people fail taking their N test the first time and usually it’s because of missing a few checks.

